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field labourer, not to be met by resting satisfied that
f chronic famine is one of the diseases of the infancy
of nations.' For India, as a nation, has long passed
its ' infancy/ and the task of the British Government
is, by fostering diversity of occupation, to guard it
against decline."

I have said that these statements are in the main
fully borne out by Dr. W. W. Hunter. The little
book, " England's Work in India/' in which he
gives his opinion, is now out of print; but the
official evidence of the head of the statistical
department is so important, especially at the present
time, that I need make no excuse for quoting what
he says. He states that if " the food supply were
equally distributed there would be plenty for all."
This contention Sir James Caird has already dis-
posed of, and in any case it would be well to show
where the surplus supply of food goes to.

But a little lower down Dr. Hunter really throws
overboard his own contention, seeing that, even
taking his own very loose figures, he finds it
necessary to add : " Two-fifths of the people of
British India enjoy a prosperity unknown under
native rule ; other two-fifths earn a fair but diminish-
ing subsistence; but the remaining fifth or forty
millions go through life on insufficient food. It is
these underfed forty millions who form the problem
of over-population in India." And further on he
says again, " Over-population in India is the direct
product of British rule." This, I admit, he does
not mean in the condemnatory sense, for he asserts
that it is due to the suppression of infanticide, the
maintenance of peace, and other similar causes.